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The event in question occurred in the spring of 1802. It was at this period that Bonaparte first occupied St. Cloud, which he was much pleased with, because he found himself more at liberty there than at the Tuileries; which Palace is really only a prison for royalty, as there a sovereign cannot even take the air at a window without immediately being the object of the curiosity of the public, who collect in large crowds. At St. Cloud, on the contrary, Bonaparte could walk out from his cabinet and prolong his promenade without being annoyed by petitioners. One of his first steps was to repair the cross-road leading from St. Cloud to Malmaison, between which places Bonaparte rode in a quarter of an hour. This proximity to the country, which he liked, made staying at St. Cloud yet pleasanter to him. It was at St. Cloud that the First Consul- made, if I may so express it, his first rehearsals of the grand drama of the Empire. It was there he began to introduce, in external forms, the habits and etiquette which brought to mind the ceremonies of sovereignty. He soon perceived the influence which pomp of ceremony, brilliancy of appearance, and richness of costume, exercised over the mass of mankind. "Men," he remarked to me at this period, "well deserve the contempt I feel for them. I have only to put some gold lace on the coats of my virtuous republicans and they immediately become just what I wish them."
I remember one day, after one of his frequent sallies of contempt for human kind, I observed to him that although baubles might excite vulgar admiration, there were some distinguished men who did not permit themselves to be fascinated by their allurements; and I mentioned the celebrated
sents as forced on him. As for Napoleon not daring to attack Bernadotte openly, his treatment of Moreau, Pichegru, etc., shows that he told the truth when he, later, wrote to Joseph aboiit Massena: " I do not fear the generals, and I have no managements with them " (Miot de Afdito, tome ii. p. 281). Bernadotte was not the important personage these Memoirs represent him to have been; see Krreurs, tome i. p. 202, and tome ii. p. 113, etc. Indeed, Napoleon had little. " management " for him. In 1800 or 1801 he tells Joseph, B era ad otters great friend, "Understand that if this wrong-headed Southerner continues to jeer at the acts of my Government, instead of giving him the command he asks for, I will have him shot on the Place dti Carrousel" (lung's Lnc.i.cn, tome ii. p. 107). Later on, too, the Emperor's order of the day after Wagram will be borne in mind, though of course the relative positions of the two men had then much altered. Memoirs.   For an instance, in 1802, where Joseph insisted on his mother taking precedence of Josephine at a dinner in his house, when Napoleon settled the matter by seizing Josephine'show far this scandal was really believed by the brothers of Napoleon, see lung's L'iicic.n (tome ii. pp. 2(>8-2(>9), where Luc i en describes Louis as coining three times to him ifor advice as to his marriage with Hortense, both brothers referring to this rumor. The third time Louis announces he, is in love with Hortense. " You are in love? Why the devil, then, do you come tonic for advice? If so, forget what has been rumored, and what I have advised you. Marry, and may God bless you.''
